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Translated Captions

• Instructions
• Click “Show Captions” (CC) or 

More (…) in the Zoom toolbar at the 
bottom of the screen.

• Click the arrow (^) next to “Show 
Captions.”

• Turn “Translation” ON.
• Select your preferred caption 

language from the list.
• Captions will appear in real time at 

the bottom of your screen.

• Instructions
• Cliquez sur « Afficher les sous-titres » 

(CC) ou sur Plus (…) dans la barre 
d'outils Zoom en bas de l'écran.

• Cliquez sur la flèche (^) à côté de « 
Afficher les sous-titres ».

• Activez l'option « Traduction ».
• Sélectionnez la langue de sous-titrage 

de votre choix dans la liste.
• Les sous-titres s'afficheront en temps 

réel en bas de votre écran.

Op e n in g / W e lc o m e

Sous - titres  traduits



AGENDA
1. Opening/Welcome

2. Inadvertent Intrathecal Tranexamic acid 

at CS: Outline and scope of the problem 

(David Bishop)

3. Interactive Session (Cherrie Evans)

4. Uganda’s Steps to Identify and Prevent 

this error (Joseph Kiwanuka)

5. Q&A

6. Closing



Welcome!
• Please introduce yourself in the 

chat box.

• Please put all questions in the 
Q&A box. We will have a Q&A 
session after the presentation.

• Veuillez vous présenter dans la 
boite de discussion chat.

• Veuillez poser toutes vos questions 
dans la boîte de questions et 
réponses. Une séance de 
questions-réponses aura lieu 
après la présentation.
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Bienvenue !



Inadvertent Intrathecal 
Tranexamic acid at CS: 
Outline and scope of the problem

• David Bishop
• MBChB, FCA, PhD
• Associate Professor
• University of KwaZulu-Natal
• 23rd April 2026



2017



• The effect of tranexamic acid during childbirth on maternal 
mortality: an epidemiological modelling and cost effectiveness 
study

• The Anti-fibrinolytics Trialists Collaborators Obstetric Group
• Lancet Glob Health 2026; 14: e560–69; April 2026



Global increase of tranexamic acid use

Especially in LMIC

Linked to obstetric anaesthesia

Not previously in these theatres



S Afr Med J 2019;109(11):841-844. 
https://doi.org/10.7196/SAMJ.2019.v10
9i11.14242











Palanisamy A, Kinsella SM. Spinal tranexamic acid - a new killer in town. Anaesthesia. 
2019 Jul;74(7):831-833. doi: 10.1111/anae.14632. Epub 2019 Apr 15. PMID: 30985919.







Antagonises GABA and glycine

Potent neurotoxin

Sympathetic stimulation ++



Glycine/GABA

Myoclonus/Pain

Seizures

Sympathetic



Supportive treatment
• General Anaesthesia
• Ventilation/CVS

Seizure management
• Thiopentone
• EEG monitoring

CSF Lavage
• 10mls (?x5)/catheter
• 20mls once off



WHO

FDA



Information Sharing
• Health workers and Management

Protocols
• Physical separation of drug

Implementation
• Oversight and audit



Never with Bupivacaine

Not on the same trolley

Sealed if possible



Al-Kadhimi S, Patel AD, Plaat F. Intrathecal tranexamic acid - an accident waiting to happen? Int J 
Obstet Anesth. 2018 May;34:116-117. 

Marshall SD, Chrimes N. Medication handling: towards a practical, human-centred approach. 
Anaesthesia. 2019 Mar;74(3):280-284



Nanji KC, Patel A, Shaikh S, Seger DL, Bates DW. Evaluation of perioperative medication errors and 
adverse drug events. Anesthesiology 2016;124(1):25-34

Medication error is common
• 1 in 20 drug administrations
• 1 in 2 operations

Medical error is complex
• 138 recommendations for systems
• Multifactorial

Make it easy to get it right



“As with all safety management interventions, 
systemic changes that produce conditions that 
prevent unintended actions are preferable to 

local and individual practitioners inventing 
unique workarounds.”

Marshall SD, Chrimes N. Medication handling: towards a practical, human-centred approach. 
Anaesthesia. 2019 Mar;74(3):280-284. doi: 10.1111/anae.14482. Epub 2018 Oct 30. PMID: 30375644.



Revise 
Systems

Inform, 
educate and 

train 

Medication 
safety culture

Position 
coding

Stray ampoule 
policies Appearance

Audit and 
appraise

Be proactive, 
not reactive



Inadvertent Intrathecal 
Tranexamic acid at CS: 
Outline and scope of the problem

• David Bishop
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• 23rd April 2026



We want to hear from 
you!

AUDIENCE SURVEY





Questions & answers

Questions et réponses

Please type your questions into 
the Q&A box

Veuillez poser toutes vos 
questions dans la boîte de 
questions et réponses

Moderator/Modérateur: Cherrie Evans



Join the PPH CoP

Op e n in g / W e lc o m e

Click here to become a member of the 
PPH CoP

https://jhpiego.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2bbc0ecd8227d8d6f1ad1c199&id=b664d17ed4
https://jhpiego.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2bbc0ecd8227d8d6f1ad1c199&id=b664d17ed4


THANK YOU                MERCI
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