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Source : WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, World Bank Group and the United Nations Population Division. Maternal mortality: Level and trends 2000-2017. WHO, Geneva, 

Switzerland 2019.

• ARR: 2.9% far short of what is 
needed to achieve SDG target.

• Need to extend the agenda to 
address well-being, 
morbidity/disability
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Guiding Principles Empower women, girls, and communities

Integrate maternal and newborn health, protect and support the mother-baby dyad

Ensure country ownership, leadership, and supportive legal, regulatory, and financial 
frameworks

Apply a human-rights framework to ensure that high-quality reproductive, maternal, and 
newborn health care is available, accessible, and acceptable to all who need it

Cross-cutting Actions Improve metrics, measurement systems, and data quality to ensure that all maternal and 
newborn deaths are counted

Allocate adequate resources and effective health care financing

Five Strategic
Objectives

Address inequities in access to and quality of sexual, reproductive, maternal, and newborn 
healthcare

Ensure universal health coverage for comprehensive sexual, reproductive, maternal, and 
newborn healthcare

Address all causes of maternal mortality, reproductive and maternal morbidities, and 
related disabilities

Strengthen health systems to respond to the needs and priorities of women and girls

Ensure accountability in order to improve quality of care and equity
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Obstetric 
transition stage

Country 
MMR 
2017

SBR
2019

Stage I 
(MMR >1000)

Sierra Leone 1120 23.7

Chad 1140 27.5

Stage II 
(MMR 300-999) 

Burundi 548 26.1

Cameroon 529 19.5

Ethiopia 401 24.6

Ghana 308 21.7

Kenya 342 19.7

Liberia 661 24.2

Nigeria 917 22.2

Senegal 315 19.7

Somalia 829 26.8

Afghanistan 638 28.4

Obstetric 
transition stage

Country 
MMR 
2017

SBR
2019

Stage III 
(MMR 50-299) 

Bangladesh 173 24.3

Laos 185 16.6

Nepal 186 17.5

Pakistan 140 30.6

Rwanda 248 16.9

Sudan 295 22.6

Stage IV 
(MMR <50) 

Mexico 33 6.8
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Proposed principles for EPMM targets
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May-September 
2020

Initial mapping of 
possible EPMM targets

(by WHO, UNFPA, 
UNICEF, LSHTM, Harvard 
School of Public Health 

and consultation of 
EPMM/ENAP Metric 

Group)

September-
October 2020

First online 
consultation

January-
February 2021

Second online 
consultation

March-June 
2021

Incorporate consultation 
results and consult with 

EPMM/ENAP Metric 
Group and MoNITOR

members

October 2021

Launch

86 responses from 40 
countries

(including 36 
organizations)
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Panel Discussion

Coordinator of the national program to combat maternal and child mortality, Ministry of Public Health, Cameroon

President Elect, Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, Nepal

Founder and Director at Jacaranda Maternity

Communication/Advocacy Officer, White Ribbon Alliance, Nigeria

President, International Confederation of Midwives (ICM)

Maternal Health Team Lead Office of Maternal Child Health and Nutrition, USAID
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